Graduate Student Summer Internships, 2026 

The University of Florida, through a grant with the US Department of Agriculture, is seeking graduate students for summer 2026 research internships using artificial intelligence techniques, broadly defined. Recipients will work remotely with scientists at USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS) labs. The research at ARS labs is incredibly broad, so applicants across UF are welcome to apply! 
Modern agricultural research is a highly multidisciplinary enterprise that increasingly requires sophisticated computational and statistical methods to analyze datasets that are rapidly expanding in size, scope, and complexity. As such, agricultural science often benefits from a team approach that brings together deep domain expertise and strong data science and analytics skills (e.g., computer science, artificial intelligence, machine learning, statistics). The overall goal of this partnership is to advance ARS research efforts and enhance graduate student training by providing summer internships that allow students with data analytics skills to collaborate with ARS research teams working on data-intensive research problems. 
The 10-week internships are designed to allow doctoral students to travel to the ARS lab (travel funds included), expand their research network, work on real-world data, and gain valuable experience. The amount of time spent at the ARS lab is variable and project dependent but will not exceed 2 weeks (with the remainder of the internship done remotely; however, you must remain within the U.S. during the 10-week internship). There are over 46 different research experiences to choose from. Locations and research projects vary greatly and include crop improvement, remote sensing, water conservation, insect and plant disease management, pollinators, plant and animal physiology, livestock management, biological invasions, and food safety. You will have a chance to increase your expertise in many areas such as machine learning, bioinformatics, remote sensing, neural networks, unsupervised learning, image analysis, modeling, and computer vision. It is expected that you already have skill in some of these areas.

Award Information
Number of Awards:  5 Awards
Amount of Awards:  $12,800 each (10 weeks @ 40 hours per week, @ $32 per hour)
Travel Compensation: up to $3,774 per student
Submission Deadline:  January 30, 2026, at 6:00 pm.
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Graduate students from any department, interdisciplinary program, or College/School with an approved doctoral program at UF are invited to apply.
A complete application for the Summer Internship consists of the following:
· A cover sheet completed by the student (see below, attached to this announcement).
· A 1-page proposal that: (1) describes the student’s current doctoral research; (2) summarizes their current skillset in computational and statistical methods, and (3) describes how the student will benefit from this experience. 
· A current curriculum vitae (CV).
· A brief endorsement form (attached) that includes:  
· Brief endorsement by the applicant’s advisor, limited to 250 words and focusing on (i) why the applicant is particularly suited to this internship program and (ii) how the applicant will benefit from the proposed activity.
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Applications, composed of a single merged pdf that includes the cover sheet, 1-page proposal, and CV, must be submitted to Heather McAuslane at hjmca@ufl.edu. The subject line of the email should note the name of the applicant and use the format UF AI SUMMER APPLICATION LASTNAME FIRSTNAME
The endorsement form, completed by the advisor, should also be submitted as a pdf to Heather McAuslane at hjmca@ufl.edu.  The subject line of the email should note the name of the applicant and use the format UF AI SUMMER ENDORSEMENT LASTNAME FIRSTNAME.
The submission deadline is January 30, 2026, at 6:00 pm. 
FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS 
Applications must be single-spaced; font size no less than Times New Roman 11-point or Arial 10-point; 1-inch margins.
REVIEW PROCESS
A selection committee composed of UF faculty will evaluate the applications and select the awardees.
NOTIFICATION OF AWARDS 
We anticipate selecting the award recipients by February 12, 2026. Matches between interns and ARS mentors will be announced in early March 2026, after selected interns view a PDF file of internship opportunity description and complete the interest-ranking form. 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
All interns are required to submit a one-page report at the conclusion of their internship, summarizing their accomplishments, including posters, oral presentations, publications, etc., resulting from the internship. In addition, the ARS SCINet sponsors we will host a virtual symposium in the fall in which each intern will give a 10-minute presentation on their internship work and answer questions from the audience. 
QUESTIONS 
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact: 
Dr. Heather McAuslane hjmca@ufl.edu 




Graduate Student Summer Internships, 2026
Application Cover Page 

Name of Applicant:

Department/Program:

Year in Program:

Passed Qualifying Exam (y/n)?: 

Name of Advisor:




Graduate Student Summer Internships, 2026
 Endorsement Page
Name of Applicant:
Name of Advisor:
Endorsement by Advisor: 
(250 words, focusing on (i) why the applicant is particularly suited to this fellowship program and (ii) how he/she will benefit from participating as an Intern)




























						
Advisor’s Signature
